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Dementia is a Government priority – Inter-Ministerial Committee named 

 
Dementia and other problems affecting the elderly, are a key priority for the 
Government, with the Ministries of Health and Social Services taking the lead in 
taking these issues forward. This was a firm manifesto commitment and a great deal 
of work has already been done developing this area in the past four months.    
 
The Government feels it is vitally important to take action now, regretting that very 
little and clearly not enough has been done over the last few years to tackle the 
important issues of care for the increasing elderly population of Gibraltar. 
 
On the day in which the World Health Organisation releases the first ever major 
report on dementia, the Government is pleased to announce the creation of an Inter-
Ministerial Committee on the Elderly.  The Committee, which met for the first time 
last week, is chaired by the Chief Minister and includes the Minister for Health, Dr 
John Cortes, the Minister for Equality and Social Services, Samantha Sacramento, 
and the Minster for the Elderly, Charles Bruzon. 
 
The Committee is studying the composition and health needs of our elderly 
community and developing plans for their ongoing care. 
 
The Committee has considered the WHO report and is pleased that in the short 
period in which it has been in office it has already put in motion a lot of matters which 
the report highlights which were not even recognised by the previous Government.  
  
  
Action taken already in relation to the elderly has included the opening of Calpe 
Ward at St Bernard's, increased domiciliary care and occupational therapy 
assessments, and a programme of improvements to the homes of the elderly.  The 
new Dementia Facility at the Royal Naval Hospital Site is in the process of being 
redesigned to fit the real needs of dementia patients. 
Significantly, this Government has set up a strategy group to deal specifically with 
issues relating to dementia which is comprised of professionals from both the G.H.A. 
and the Care Agency. One of the primary objectives for the strategy group is the 
establishment of a day centre for people with Alzheimer’s. 
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The Government is committed to engaging with all health related organisations.  It 
welcomes the commitment of the Gibraltar Alzheimer's and Dementia Support 
Group, which has a major role to play in taking awareness forward and is already 
involved in the process embarked upon by the Gibraltar Health Authority and the 
Care Agency in developing a Dementia Strategy for Gibraltar.  A number of meetings 
have taken place at which the Group has been present and these will continue as 
the strategy is developed. 

 

  

    


